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September 12. The little bell which I gave the parish, being the first of live, was put up and tuned. It cost me IS/.
The president of Magdalen College in Oxford being dead, the King sent a mandamus to them to choose the Bishop of Oxford to succeed him; but their answer was, locus plenum eat. The King, in his progress, coming to Oxford, and the masters and fellows of that college waiting upon him, he told them that the Church of England men did not use him well, that they had behaved neither tike gentlemeu nor good subjects, and bid them go presently back to their election and choose the said bishop, or they should feel, how heavy a hand the King had. They went, but returned his Majesty this answer— that they were sorry to fall under his displeasure, but they could not make a new choice without committing wilful perjury, and therefore desired to be excused. It was generally observed in this progress, that the King courted the Dissenters and discouraged those of the Church of England ; for the Papists not being numerous enough by much to contest with the Church of England, he thought to make that party the stronger by gaining to it the Dissenters whom he baited with liberty of conscience, and with telling them that the desire he had that the test arid penal laws should be taken away was for their ease and security, as well as the rapists.
However this looked very strange; that those people that so lately were the most busy in all Parliaments to take away his right to the crown, nay, his life, too (for it was attempted in, one Parliament to impeach him of high treason, upon the statute of reconciling himself to the Church of Koine), should now find preference to those of a Church that had preserved him against them, not only in Parliament, but in the field ; but all things vale to the true zeal of the llonian Church, and nothing is longer esteemed or remembered than it is pro hono eccledcc.